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Service, Learning  
& Leadership 

Women Entrepreneurs and Leaders 
 
Our Travel With Purpose hosts and service partner, Women 
Entrepreneurs & Leaders (WEL), is a non-profit (NGO) 
organization based in Côte d’Ivoire dedicated to creating a 
world where women can live free from poverty, violence and 
inequality.  
 

Active since 2016, WEL strives to empower the next 
generation of women leaders by focusing on Leadership, 
Excellence and Innovation – teaching economic 
independence and leadership, as well as programs related to 
agriculture, green environments, health (HIV and pregnancy), 
technology, and digital solutions.  
 

“In poor communities and rural areas, women are incredibly 
vulnerable – the most affected and impacted by HIV AIDS. And 
most of the time they have no support for the education of 
their children,” explains Co-founder and President of WEL, 
Mdm. Kouadio.  
 

Through grassroots efforts, WEL builds the skills of hundreds 
of women and girls so together the story and the stereotypes 
surrounding women's abilities are changed for the good. 
  
     
 
 
 
 

Why women? Why are women so far behind?  
Are women aware of their potential? 
 

Studying women’s issues a few years ago, Mme Kouadio 
discovered some grim statistics: 
• Women and girls make up 70% of the 1.4 billion people 

living in extreme poverty 
• Some young girls still can’t access education in Africa 
• 16% of the world’s population is illiterate, of which two-

thirds are women and girls 
• During armed conflict, out of 40 million refugees, 75% are 

women and children 
• In sub-Saharan Africa, 61% of people living with HIV are 

women 
• Each year, around 22 million unsafe abortions occur when 

women are sexually abused 
• Worldwide, every day about 830 women die from 

preventable causes related to pregnancy and childbirth, 
and more than half occur in sub-Saharan Africa 

 

“My vision for the future is a new generation of young female 
leaders, aware of their potential, who contribute to a world 
where women are free from poverty, and one Africa where we 
have no gender inequalities – where women are equals in 
making decisions,” said Mme Kouadio. 

 
 
 

During a Koné 
Consulting advance 

trip, Sekou and Alicia 
Koné meet Mme 

Kouadio, Co-founder 
and President  

of WEL. 

Our WEL Workshop will take place at the American Corner on 
the campus of the Université Alassane Ouattara in Bouaké, 
where we’ll meet with WEL members to plan a project we can 
do together. We will use our best facilitation tools to develop 
our plan, and English students as translators. Brian Kerr and 
Karin Ellis are currently collaborating with M. and Mme 
Kouadio on the workshop agenda so stay tuned for future 
updates! 
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Saving children, changing customs 
Father Germaine/Le Père Germaine Coulibaly Kalahari 
founded the orphanage in September 2011 with one goal in 
mind: help every child in danger. Father Germaine explains in 
an interview that, “before founding the orphanage I 
conducted a survey… twin children…children with 
disabilities… and children whose mothers died in childbirth 
were killed because these particular tribes still practice 
traditional customs of infanticide and abandonment.” Father 
Germain and Habiba Koné, a social worker for the orphanage, 
have set up a vigilance committee in different neighborhoods 
who report cases of child endangerment. 
 

Children served 
With 40 children anywhere from infancy to teens in their care, 
space is at a premium. Approximately twenty of the children 
live on-site in a single-family style home consisting of one 
boys’ dorm, one girls’ dorm, and Father Germaine’s quarters. 
In addition, they also have a full time cook and housekeeper. 
The other 20 children are hosted by families in the 
surrounding community. 
 

Services  
St. Genevieve’s services include housing, medical care, 
education and social services for the children. The care is so 
excellent, families from neighboring villages attempt to enroll 
their own children in the orphanage. Besides providing for the 
children, St. Genevieve also does community outreach and 
education related to the ongoing practices of infanticide.      

To the right: Christina Watson, KC Business Manager carries a bag 
loaded with donated supplies during a 2018 trip to Côte d’Ivoire.  

Funding 
The orphanage relies entirely on donations.  It is affiliated with 
the local Catholic archdiocese. The village is very supportive  
of their work and recently donated 1.5 acers of land for a 
larger facility where all the children can live together. To 
supplement donations, St. Genevieve currently farms the land 
and harvests millet and other grains for sale.  They also 
produce and sell honey.  
 

Needs 
Capital Funding: Father Germaine explains they are currently 
seeking funds for barbed-wire fencing to protect their farm, as 
well as funding for construction of their new facility.  
 

The orphanage also needs medical supplies (see list, below). 
Travelers may check two 50-pound bags on flights to CI. This 
allows us to bring much needed over-the-counter medical 
supplies to the St. Genevieve Orphanage.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

We are currently 
gathering donations, 
such as: 
 

•  Fever/pain reducers 
•  Tummy meds 
•  Anti-itch cream  
•  First aid supplies 
•  Anti-fungal cream 
•  Disinfectants 
•  Anti-diarrheal   
    medication 

Orphelinat Sainte Genevieve De Katiola 

St. Genevieve 
Orphanage of 
Katiola 

To the left: Sekou is pictured with Father Germaine and 
the girls living on-site at the orphanage in June 2019. 
There are only the girls pictured because the boys who 
live on-site were out tending the farm during Sekou’s visit. 


